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ACTION FDRE-00 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-10 ISO-OO PASS-00 AID-05 CIAE-00 DODE-OO 

HEW-06 INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-02 PRS-01 DHA-02 SCA-01 

SCSE-00 EB-07 10-11 NSCE-00 SSO-OO USIE-00 INRE-00 

A-01 OPR-02 PC-05 IGA-02 SS-15 NSC-05 H-02 COME-OO 

/085 W 

079769 

O 0603 15Z FEB 76 

FM AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 9948 

UNCLAS GUATEMALA 0804 

AID/AIDAC/PHA/FDRC 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: SWEL, GT 

SUB J : GUATEMALAN EARTHQUAKE-SITREP II 

DEPT PASS: AMEMBASSIES SAN JOSE, SAN SALVADOR, MANAGUA, TEGUCIGALPA, 
MEXICO, USUN NY, USMISSION GENEVA, SECDEF NIACT IMMEDIATE, JCS 
NIACT IMMEDIATE AND USCINCSO NIACT IMMEDIATE 

SUMMARY: DAST TEAM ESTIMATES 6,000 DEAD AND OVER 40,000 
INJURED NATIONWIDE AS RESULT OF GUATEMALAN EARTHQUAKE. 

DAST SAMPLES OF GUATEMALA CITY WATER SUPPLY SHOWS NO RPT 
NO CONTAMINATION YET BUT PRESSURE VERY LOW AND THERE IS 
NO DETECTABLE CHLORINE. END SUMMARY . 

1 . U.S. DISASTER AREAS SURVEY TEAM REPORTED TO AMBASSADOR 
AT 1630 FEBRUARY 5 ON RESULTS THEIR AIR SURVEY OF CENTRAL 
GUATEMALA. THEIR INFORMATION AS FOLLOWS: RABINAL, 

BAJA VERAPAZ, 99 PERCENT DESTROYED, SIX DEAD, INJURED 
UNKNOWN. JOYABAJ, EL QUICHE, 100 PERCENT DESTROYED, 150- 
200 DEAD, 250 INJURED, TECPAN, CHIMALTENANGO, 100 
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PERCENT, 2,000 DEAD, 15,000 INJURED. CHIMALTENANGO CITY 
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80 PERCENT, 1,000 DEAD, 20,000 INJURED OF WHICH 2,000 
SEVERELY. ANTIGUA, SACATEPEQUEZ, 40 PERCENT, 40 DEAD, 

500 INJURED OF WHICH 300 HOSPITALIZED. ALOTENANGO, 
SACATEPEQUEZ, 10 PERCENT, NO INFORMATION ON DEAD OR 
INJURED. EL ZAPOTE, ESCUINTLA. 10 PERCENT. SANTA 
LUCIA COTZUMALGUAPA, ESCUINTLA. NO DAMAGE APPARENT FROM 
AIR. ESCINTLA CITY, NO DAMAGE. PALIN, ESCUINTLA, 

NO DMAGE. AMATITLAN, GUATEMALA DEPARTMENT, 30 PERCENT 
DESTROYED. VILLA NUEVA, GUATEMALA DEPARTMENT, 15 
PERCENT. SANARATE, EL PROGRESO, 40 PERCENT, NO DEAD, 

FEW INJURED. EL PROGRESO CITY, 100 PERCENT, 500 DEAD, 

400 INJURED. EL JICARO, EL PROGRESO, 40 PERCENT, 

26 DEAD, 100 INJURED. ALL LOCALITIES VISITED NEED 
MEDICINE, WATER. AND FOOD. 

2. IN ADDITION GUATEMALAN ARMY PRESS OFFICER TOLD 
USIS EMPLOYEE THERE ARE 60 DEAD IN GUALAN, ZACAPA 
DEPARTMENT, 100 DEAD IN JALAPA, AND 200 IN SUMPANGO, 
SACATEPEQUEZ. THESE AND OTHER AREAS NOT VISITED BY 
DAST FEBRUARY 5 WILL BE SEEN BY THEM FEBRUARY 6. 

3. AID PUBLIC HEALTH ADVISOR REPORTS THE TWO MAJOR PUBLIC 
HOSPITALS IN GUATEMALA CITY HAVE RECORDED 520 DEAD AND 
HAVE TREATED ABOUT 3.800 TO 4,000 OF WHICH 1,300 ARE 
PRESENTLY HOSPITALIZED. 

4. TOTAL OF DEAD REPORTED PRECEDING PARAS IS 6152 AND 
TOTAL OF INJURED IS OVER 40,000. 

5. DAST FURTHER REPORTS THAT GUATEMALA-PUERTO BARRIOS 
RAILWAY, MOST IMPORTANT RAIL LINE IN COUNTRY, WILL BE OUT 
OF SERVICE FOR A LONG TIME; IT IS NOT ONLY COVERED BY 
LANDSLIDES IN SEVERAL PLACES BUT TRACK AND SUPPORING 
EARTH IN PLACES ACTUALLY DESTROYED. 

6. DAST MAJOR WILSON SPENT MORNING FEBRUARY 5 VISITING 
MOST AFFECTED AREAS OF GUATEMALA CITY. HE FOUND MORALE 
AND ATTITUDE OF POPULACE GOOD. ONLY SEVERLY DAMAGED 
ZONE WAS ZONE 3, BUT CONSIDERABLE DAMAGE ALSO OBSERVED 
IN ZONES 5. 6 AND 7, AND IN PARTS OF ZONE 1 . NO 
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DAMAGE IN ZONES 1 1 AND 19. ACCORDING AID PATIENTS IN 
PUBLIC HOSPITALS HAVE COME ALMOST ENTIRELY FROM ZONES 3, 
5,6, 7 AND 1 1 AND SUBURBS OF CITY. 

7. MAJOR WILSON TOOK WATER SAMPLES IN ZONES 1, 3, 5, 

AND 6. AND AT GUATEMALA GENERAL HOSPITAL. HE FOUND IT 
UNCONTAMINATED AT ALL LOCATIONS BUT NOT RPT NO EVIDENCE 
OF CHLORINE. THIS PRESUMABLY INDICATES BACTERIA MAY BE 
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CONSUMING ALL CHLORINE THAT IS ADDED BY MUNICIPAL WATER 
COMPANY AND INDICATES POTENTIAL CONTAMINATION PROBLEM. 
FURTHERMORE WATER FLOWING THROUGH PIPES IS AT ONLY 40 
PERCENT OF USUAL LEVEL(AND USUAL PRESSURE IS LOW BY 
US STANDARDS). CITY OFFICIALS SAY HOMES AND AREAS NOT 
RECEIVING WATER ARE BEING DEPRIVED BY BREAKS IN 
PIPES. NOT BY LACK OF MUNICIPAL SUPPLY. AS BROKEN PIPES 
ARE FOUND AND REPAIRED, WATER FLOW AND PRESSURE IN CITY 
WILL RISE. UNTIL THEN. HOWEVER, THERE IS DANGER OF 
CONTAMINATION FROM SEWERS DUE TO LOW PRESSURE. 

8. NATIONAL EMERGENCY COMMITTEE CHANGED-LEADERSHIP 
OF NATIONAL EMERGENCY COMMITTEE HAS BEEN CHANGED AS 
RESULT OF REPORTED INEFFICIENCY. NEW COMMITTEE HEADED BY COL. 
GUILLERMO DE LA CRUZ GELPCKE, CHIEF OF PRESIDENTIAL 
MILITARY STAFF. DE LA CRUZ IS ONE OF GUATEMALA'S 

BRIGHTEST AND ABLEST OFFICERS AND HAS TOTAL CONFIDENCE 
OF PRESIDENT. 

9. CARE RES REP VISITED IOYABAJ, QUICHE DEPT., 

FEBRUARY 5 AND REPORTED TOWN 95 PERCENT DESTROYED. WATER 
SUPPLY WILL BE EXHAUSTED TOMORROW. INIURED WERE BEING 
FLOWN OUT AT FIRST BY PRIVATE CIVILIAN PILOTS, NOW WITH 
ASSISTANCE OF AIR FORCE HELICOPTERS, WHICH CARE AND 
HANS LAUGERUD (PRESIDENT'S BROTHER) SAY WERE QUITE LATE 
IN BEGINNING ASSISTANCE EFFORT. CARE NOW DISTRIBUTING 
FOOD IN LOCATIONS REFTEL WITH ASSISTANCE IN SOME AREAS 
OF PCV’S WHO ARE BEING TRAINED TO RUN EMERGENCY KITCHENS 
AND DISTRBUTE FOOD. 

10. AMERICAN PRIVATE CITIZEN IN FROM CHIMALTENANGO 
REPORTS BEHRHORST CLINIC STRUCTURALLY UNDAMAGED BUT 
WITHOUT POWER. HE TOOK EMBASSY COMMISARY GENERATOR 
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BACK TO HOSPITAL. HE SAID NEARBY TOWNS OF COMALAPA 
SAN MARTIN JILOTEPEQUE AND PATZICIA DESTROYED. 

1 1 . ACCORDING TO RADIO REPORT GOVERNOR OF EL PROGRESO 
WAS KILLED IN QUAKE. 

12. U.S. AND OTHER ASSISTANCE-THE FIRST OF 16 

C-141'S WITH COMPONENTS OF THE FIRST 100-BED HOSPITAL IS 
EXPECTED AT 2315 HRS LOCAL TIME WITH SUCCESSIVE C-141'S 
ANTICIPATED EVERY HOUR ON HOUR. FIRST PLANE WILL BRING 
25 PEOPLE INCLUDING 5 MEDICAL WAC'S. A SECOND C-130 
IS ON ROUTE FROM PANAMA WITH WATER CONTAINERS, A PUMP, 

AND A CCT JEEP WITH ITS OWN COMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT 
AND RADIO. GUATEMALAN AMBASSADOR IN SAN JOSE SAYS 
GOCR WILL SEND A PLANELOAD OF ANTIBIOTICS, INCLUDING 
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SERUMS FEBRUAY 6. 

13. LOCAL INTERAMERICAN GEODITIC SERVICE REP SAYS 
HARBOR SURVEY GROUP OF NAVOCEANOIFORMERLY US COAST AND 
GEODETIC SURVEY) WHICH HAD BEEN IN PUERTO BARRIOS 
REPORTS THAT AT 0852 AND 0856 FEB 5, PUERTO BARRIOS 
RECEIVED TWO FURTHER QUAKES WHICH THEY ESTIMATE AT ABOUT 
4 RICHTER. GROUP ALSO REPORTS THAT A SHIP WITH 

14- FOOT DRAFT SCRAPED HARBOR BOTTOM1DESPITE FACT THAT 
HARBOR NORMALLY HAS 28-FOOT MINIMUM DEPT). GROUP 
TRYING TO CONFIRM ACCURACY OF INFORMATION AND WILL TAKE 
SOUNDINGS TO DETERMINE WHETHER POSSIBLE UPHEAVAL IN 
HARBOR FLOOR MAY HAVE OCCURRED. TWO US FLAG COMMERCIAL 
VESSELS WITH DRAFT DEEPER THAN 14-FEET ARE REPORTEDLY 
DUE IN FEB. 6. 

14. UNDP GUATEMALA HAS AVAILABLE $20,000 FOR UNDRO AND 
$20,000 FROM THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN CASH FOR DISASTER RELIEF. 
THEY HAVE NOT YET DETERMINED ITS SPECIFIC USES. THEY ARE 
DISCUSSING THE POSSIBILITY OF A SPECIAL UNDP GRANT IN THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD OF $2 MILLION BUT HAVE NOT YET SETTLED ON 

A FIRM FIGURE OR REQUESTED IT OF THEIR HEADQUARTERS. THEY 
HAVE REQUESTED 15,000 ONE FAMILY TENTS AND 30,000 BLANKETS. 
ALSO REQUESTED IN UNSPECIFIED AMOUNTS ARE BLOOD SERUM, 
STRETCHERS AND ANTIBIOTICS. TWO MAJOR AND TWO MINOR SURGERY 
HOSPITALS OF UNSPECIFIED SIZE HAVE ALSO BEEN REQUESTED. 
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THEY HAVE NOT YET RECEIVED REPLIES FROM THEIR HEADQUARTERS 
ON THESE REQUESTS. 

15. GUATEMALAN RADIO REPORTED FEBRUARY 5 THAT GUATEMALAN 
NATIONAL OBSERVATORY HAD ANNOUNCED THAT THE EARTHQUACK 
MEASURED 7.2 ON THE RICHTER SCALE AND THAT IS EPICENTER 
WAS IN SINQUINALA, ESCUINTLA DEPARTMENT, 36 MILES SOUTHWEST 
OF GUATEMALA CITY AND 26 MILES FROM HEAVILY DAMAGED TOWN 
OF CHIMALTENANGO. OBSERVATORY SAID IT HAD REGISTERED 222 
TREMORS BETWEEN 0300 HOURS FEBRUARY 4 AND 0500 HOURS 
FEBRUARY 5. COMMENT WE HADN'T BEEN COUNTING, 

BUT WE DON'T DOUBT IT. 

MF.I.OY 
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